CLEMENCEAU

nation to Germans'- was frightful. The thing was more than
infamous. No punishment could be too bad for him,
Permanent solitary confinement under a blazing sun is worse
than immediate death. All the better. His fate will encourage
the others.

And Captain Dreyfus was a Jew. That made the matter
worse. Powerful as they are in politics and finance, Jews are
not popular in France. By Catholics and sworn anti-Semites
they are believed to be capable of anything. Even by men of
open mind they are regarded with distrust as citizens of no
country, a set of Asiatic marauders encamped for the time
being in the West, whose God is a queer compound of Jahveh,
Moloch and Mammon. There was thus the bitterest race and
religious prejudice eager to confirm the judgment of the Court
Martial. The case was decided. Dreyfus was sent off to the
Island of the Devil

Clemenceau shared the general opinion. He accepted the
statement of the president of the Court Martial that " there
are interests superior to all personal interests." And these
were the interests which forbade that the court martial should
be held in public, or that the secret evidence of treason should
be disclosed. Given the honour, good faith, capacity and
freedom from prejudice of the judges, this was a reasonable
contention on the part of the chief officer of the Court. But
there was that to come out, in this very Dreyfus case, which
should throw grave doubt upon the advisability of any sittings ,
behind closed doors of any court that deals with matters into
which professional, personal or political considerations may
be imported. Secrecy is invariably harmful to democracy
and injurious to fair play.

Three years later Clemenceau began to understand what
lay behind this veil of obscurity which he then allowed to be
thrown over the whole of the D&yfug proceedings. He took
upon himself the full burden of his own mistake, When U
had distinguished his fine career by the vigorous and sustamel
effort in favour 04justice to the victim, he reprinted at ft$
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